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HOUSING LOAN MELA
( Virtual )
at

NATIONAL HOUSING SUMMIT
26 August 2020

INDIA’S BIGGEST VIRTUAL EVENT ON HOUSING

In an attempt to push the housing loan segment in times of corona crisis,
Elets National Housing Summit – 2020 will concurrently host a “Housing Loan
Mela (Virtual)” - which shall allow Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies
(NBFCs) and Housing Finance Companies (HFCs) to meet direct customers
from various parts of the country on a common Virtual Platform.

HIGHLIGHTS
l Announce various housing loan schemes
l Meet direct customers from various parts of the
country at the virtual exhibition area
l Generate leads
l Connect your state offices/branches to the
customers directly

l Showcase various housing loan offers through
audio-video medium
l Network with government key decision makers
from housing sector
l Explore collaboration opportunities with
government housing authorities

For more queries please contact:

REGISTER
NOW!

Harshal Y Desai: +91-9930903115
Anuj Sharma: +91-80765 14979

housing@egovonline.net
#eLetsHousing
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Editorial
Reinvigorating Indian Agriculture

MAGAZINE
It compiles ICT-related advancements
being introduced, exercised by
various government organisations via
eGovernance module.

NEWS

Dealing with various key developments
and policy-related decisions that
define Indian governance style at large,
this section throws light on the most
important aspects.

WEBSITE
With a reach of sixty lakhs, the website
is pushing the Digital India campaign of
the Government of India. It highlights
various dimensions of anything and
everything related to the changing
trends of governance in India .

EVENT REPORTS

This segment narrates the discussions
and deliberations of participants at the
occasional conferences held nationally
or internationally.

CASE STUDIES
It deals with in-depth detail of various
projects being implemented in any
part of the country, worth inspiring
others in providing solutions.

VIDEOS
The youtube channel ‘EletsTv’ deals
with live recorded versions of techexperts and key decision makers who
participate in key debates or discussion
of Elets knowledge conferences.

As an aid for the Agriculture market to bounce back from the economic crisis, the
Government of India has been actively taking initiatives. From the setting up of
online
procurement
portals, doorstep
of food
other agroUrban
development
all set delivery
to reach
the grains
next and
level
product services to constituting new policies to empower farmers to sell their
in Karnataka
produce out of the conventional mandis, Government of India has been actively
Karnataka is on a rapid urbanisation path with an increasing number of people
pillaring
India’s
agriculture
sector.
migrating
to towns
and cities
across the state seeking better job opportunities
and facilities in urban areas. Today, Bangalore district alone accounts for more

15 percent
of to
thestabilize
state’s total
A than
significant
move
the population.
dwindling economy, the Government of India
The accelerating
growthBharat
in urban
population
Karnataka
has put
a heavy
rolled
out Aatma Nirbhar
Abhiyan
underofwhich
a massive
stimulus
package
demand on all kinds of urban infrastructure and services, and the Government
of Rs 20,000 crore was released. However, a major chunk under the package was
of Karnataka has been continuously striving to ensure that equitable and
focussed
on strengthening
tribal
and
and micro,
holistic urban
development agriculture,
commensurate
with
therural
rapidbusinesses,
growth in urban
population,
so thatenterprises.
good qualityMoreover,
of life can be
provided
the citizens.
small
and medium
during
the to
COVID
era, the authorities
Karnataka technological
is looking forward
smart
andtheir
sustainable
cities byamidst
introduced
aids totoestablishing
help farmers
to sell
farm produce
leveraging
the
crisis. its world-leading ICT infrastructure; developing quality healthcare
services and education sector; establishing high-quality urban housing and
related infrastructure of sanitation and waste management; improving quality
of wateranother
and its supply
cities
across the
state,
providing
24x7 were
Further,
major inpush
toand
thetowns
agriculture,
rural
andand
tribal
economies
power supply and world-class communication infrastructure to its citizens.

observed following the ‘Vocal for Local’ campaign launched by the Hon’ble Prime
'Karnataka
Smart Cities
Investment
Summit' is
being organised
a timeempowering
when
Minister
Narendra
Modi.
The campaign
focussed
on notatonly
the Government of Karnataka is looking to bolster investments in Smart City
indigenous
produce
but
stimulating
the local
producers
improve
development
projects
in is
thealso
seven
cities selected
in three
phases to
under
the the
Smart of
Cities
quality
theMission.
produce. Moreover, the storage capacities, the transportation of
agro-goods
hassouvenir,
also been
brought under
for of
improving
theinsupply
This special
conceptualised
by the
the spotlight
Government
Karnataka
association with Elets Technomedia, is being launched at the summit to help
chain.

the readers gain useful insights into the various challenges and opportunities
available in Karnataka's smart cities through expert articles, interviews of
Inpolicymakers
a major move
aid farmers
directly,
came initiatives
up with Kisan
andtoindustry
leaders.
It will the
alsogovernment
highlight various
taken
by
the
government
in
the
urban
development
sector
in
Karnataka.
Credit Card (KCC), a one of a kind initiative, to provide easy credit to farmers for
The cover
story of
thismove
specialisissue
of eGov
highlights
that how
the Government
their
expenses.
This
aimed
to provide
farmers
with
more purchasing
of Karnataka has been taking initiatives on policy front by rolling out innovative
power for agriculture equipment, seeds, manure, or any other requirements or
schemes aiming for betterment of urban poor, women, and general citizens
needs.
Moreover,mechanisms
in a recent move,
the State city
Bankperformance,
of India launched
an online
and improving
for measuring
analysing
trends,
improving
governance,
promoting
transparency
and
accountability
portal for Kisan Credit Cardholders to check their credit limits and apply for
against the set global standards. The magazine carries interviews of Anjum
revisions
if needed, without physically visiting the bank.
Parvez, Secretary, Urban Development Department of Karnataka; Charulata
Somal, Managing Director, Karnataka Urban Infrastructure Development and

Finance
Corporation
Kumar
Meena, Secretary,
State With
Housing
This
edition
of eGov(KUIDFC);
MagazineManoj
is the
Agriculture
Special Issue.
this, the
Department; and Ajay Seth, Managing Director, BMRCL, among others.
magazine brings the policymaker’s perspective and insights from industry leaders
this special publication will go a long way in serving as a
onI am
howhopeful
India isthat
empowering
its agriculture and related industries. The magazine
repository of useful information on urban development of Karnataka.
will also open doors to all the significant facts on India and Brazil’s bilateral
I wish all the stakeholders participating in the Karnataka Smart Cities
relations
considering
Agriculture
Investment
Summit' athe
great
success! sector. Further, how technology is driving
Agriculture towards transformation is another aspect highlighted in the eGov
magazine’s Agriculture Special Issue.

INTERVIEWS
This section highlights various
stakeholders, bureaucrats and policy
makers influencing governance in
the country.

DR RAVI GUPTA
Editor-in-Chief, eGov magazine, and
Founder Publisher & CEO,
Elets Technomedia Pvt Ltd
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CAN AUGMENTING
AGRICULTURE REVIVE ECONOMY?
The COVID crisis has exposed the vulnerability of India’s Agriculture sector. In
response, the Government of India has been actively taking measures to induce
safety nets and funds to aid farmers. Further, the government has rolled out
schemes like Kisan Credit Card, eNam, ‘Voca for Local’ campaign to empower the
agrarian sector. However, a question arises, can Agriculture be a dark horse to pull
Indian markets out of the crisis, writes Adarsh Som of Elets News Network (ENN).
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COVID Challenges for Farmers
& Initial Relief Measures

The COVID crisis has been hardhitting for the entire economy.
However, being at the core of the
essential supplies, Agriculture sector has
been pillared by the government to ensure
the
uninterrupted supplies. The major blow to the
Agro-industry was the closure of hotels, restaurants, catering
services and other such commercial consumers due to the
COVID-induced lockdowns. Moreover, due to physical
distancing norms and lack of direct connection to major
markets, farmers were struggling to sell their produce at a
decent price.

2000 to farmers’ bank accounts under the PM-KISAN scheme.
Further, the government increased the wages under NREGS
scheme. Moreover, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
a special scheme ‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana’
specifically for the poor and the vulnerable to aid them to sail
through the crisis. Another of the significant moves was the
moratoriums. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) granted three-month
moratorium with 3 percent concessions on the interest rate of
crop loans. Such steps by the government reduced the pressure
on the farmers.
The Road to Economic Recovery in Post COVID Era

Dairy farmers also were impacted indirectly as the consumers
reduced. Many people stopped buying milk or reduced the
amount they used to buy usually. Further, at many places,
people were not allowed to move out, and the milk had to be
delivered at their doorsteps. This added to the cost of
government suppliers who were procuring even the share

A significant move in the direction
of transforming India’s agriculture
scenario was the temporary
suspension of the Agriculture
Produce Market Committee (APMC)
Act which allowed the farmers to
sell their produce outside the
conventional markets and wherever
they find better revenues.

which was earlier supplied to commercial customers like
restaurants and hotels to ensure necessary revenue to farmers.
Hence, the procurement almost doubled, but the revenue
collection dropped. This, in turn, resulted in delayed payments
to the dairy farmers by the government agencies. Reverse
migration of the farm labourers posed another significant issue.
However, the government proactively stepped in and came up
with relief measures. The Union Finance Minister, Nirmala
Sitharaman announced a Rs 1.7 trillion package to aid the
vulnerable section which included farmers as well. The
package included an immediate direct benefit transfer of Rs

8
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The Centre and the states have been prompt in aiding
agriculture to surf through the unprecedented crisis. However,
to reboot the sector and strengthen it enough to kickstart the
economic wheel, further effective measures were needed.
Policy Reforms
One of the significant moves in the direction of transforming
India’s agriculture scenario was a temporary suspension of the
Agriculture Produce Market Committee (APMC) Act. The
government, through this, allowed the farmers to sell their
produce outside the conventional markets and wherever they
find better revenues. The move developed a consensus across
the country for concerned authorities to come up with newer
agricultural marketing strategies and plans. Further, the
removal of restrictions even allowed private players to step in
and buy directly from the farmers opening doors for them to
sell their produce at better prices.
Technology Driving Growth
Following the onset of the COVID pandemic, government
across the globe have realised the value of technology and
digital operations. And, industries have started leveraging
technology to resume functioning. Similar steps are being
taken to augment the agrarian sector. On May 14, the

[ egov.eletsonline.com ] The Largest Portal on e-Governance in Asia and the Middle East
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Snap of India’s Agro-Industry

India is the world’s largest producer of milk, jute, cotton
and pulses. The country is also the second-largest
producer of sugarcane, rice, wheat, groundnut, and many
fruits and vegetables. Moreover, it is also one of the
world’s largest producers of tractors. The potential in the
country’s agrarian sector is quite evident. Even during the
lockdown, the industry saw nearly 6 percent growth in the
fourth quarter of the FY20. Besides this, a new estimate
by Crisil shows that the Agro-industry will tend to incline
2.5 percent, when the GDP may see negative growth.

assured. If the local people are
trained to do the quality assessment,
the physical testing and chemical
testing, our agricultural products will
get more value for export. Next, transport
aggregators can be brought in the agroprocessing industry for logistics and other
requirements. This can streamline the work
further.”

government rolled out Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme under the
Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. As of yet 2.5 crore farmers,
beneficiaries of the PM KISAN scheme, have been roped in the
ambit of KCC. Through the credit card, farmers are eligible to get
short-term crop loans up to Rs 1 lakh without collateral. Moreover,
as per the Finance Minister’s address to the nation, only in July,
over 41.66 lakh KCCs have been approved with nearly Rs 27,000
crore credit limit.
In a most recent move to further improve the KCC system,
State Bank of India (SBI) introduced an online portal on its
YONO Krishi platform. The KCC holders can access the portal
to check their credit limit and apply for revisions if needed. This
prevents the farmers from visiting the bank time and again and
saves on to the time, money and efforts.
Another significant measure to aid farmers and strengthen the
agro supply chains is the integration of e-commerce industry
and delivery companies with the agriculture directly. With
e-commerce platforms procuring the produce from directly
from the farms and delivery companies ensuring supplies to
every nook and corner of the country can augment the present
supply chains.
According to PS Pradyumna, Commissioner, Agriculture Marketing
& Co-operation Department, Andhra Pradesh, “To improve the
present agro supply chains, there should be a common nationwide
portal for the exchange of commodities which ‘eNam’ is trying to
create. Secondly, each agricultural commodity should be quality

Connect with us on

egovonline

@egovonline

Moreover, to inform farmers with real-time pricing information,
a dashboard or mobile application can be developed and
integrated with the national portal. One of the excellent
examples to aid the logistics process is the use of SMS-based
pre-registration systems. The state of Madhya Pradesh is
already using the system, and the other states should also look
at adopting such measures. Furthermore, technologies like drip
irrigation can be used for reducing water usage. Drones can be
a useful measure for monitoring and sprinkling of pesticides
and more such technologies.
As a matter of fact, the government of India has been pushing
hard to strengthen the agriculture sector and rural and tribal
economies. The initiatives being taken are historical and are in
the direction of enhancing local businesses and markets
wherein agriculture holds a major share. Hence, it will not be
wrong to say that strengthening local produce, rural and tribal
markets, India will take a leap towards becoming a self-reliant
nation reviving the dwindling economy in an even better
manner.
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Haryana Augmenting
Agriculture Sector: JP Dalal

JAI PRAKASH DALAL

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal
Husbandry, Government of Haryana

10
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Haryana is the country’s food bowl
and makes significant contributions to
the nation’s food security. With crop
diversification and awareness among
farmers, Haryana is now moving
towards modernisation of agriculture
which promises to be the engine of
growth for the state. Jai Prakash
Dalal, Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Animal Husbandry,
Government of Haryana enumerates
some of the measures taken.

[ egov.eletsonline.com ] The Largest Portal on e-Governance in Asia and the Middle East
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How has the government used the current
pandemic situation to assist farmers?
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Centre and the State
Government announced several new schemes for the welfare
of farmers, turning the nationwide lockdown period into an
opportunity.
Haryana government has announced the opening of 2000
outlets under the Harit Brand across the State, on which
Haryana Agro Industries Corporation is actively working. The
State is encouraging farmers to become entrepreneurs, along
with pursuing farming. To continue the move, the Centre had
recently brought the Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020. Also, the
government brought in the Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services
Ordinance, 2020 to allow farmers to sell their produce, not
only in the mandis of Haryana but also in mandis of other
states as per their wish. Similarly, under contract farming,
they can enter into an e-contract with any person or bank for
their produce. Now they will not be required to mortgage
their land with the bank for crop loans.
Further, Devlali to Danapur ‘Kisan Rail’ is an excellent
initiative to make agricultural products of perishable fruits
and vegetables directly accessible to consumers. During
COVID-19, Haryana provided financial assistance ranging
from Rs 4000 – Rs 5000 to about 16 lakh families; whether it
was under Mukhyamantri Parivar Samridhi Yojana or was
made available through the Haryana Building and the other
Construction Workers’ Welfare Board.

What are the measures in diversification that the
Haryana government is taking in the state?
Haryana government is making preparations to open a Centre
of Excellence for Horticulture in every district. Haryana
Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is making
relentless efforts to fulfil the Prime Minister’s dream of
doubling the farmer’s income by 2022. Farmers should also
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“Haryana government is
making preparations to
open a Centre of Excellence
for Horticulture in every
district. Haryana
Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare is
making relentless efforts to
fulfil the Prime Minister’s
dream of doubling the
farmer’s income by 2022.”

move towards horticulture farming instead of traditional
agriculture. Several public welfare schemes have been
implemented by the Horticulture Department to attract
farmers. Moreover, subsidies for the cultivation of fruits and
vegetables are also made available.
Further, to promote horticulture in the state, Haryana is
planning to open Horticulture Centres in every district.
Farmers will be trained on the latest techniques of farming at
the Horticulture Centres of Excellence. A progressive farmer
has set up a mushroom project Rs 2 crore in village Nangal
Brahmin in Palwal district that can generate an income of
about Rs 50 to 60 lakh per annum. Department of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare will make efforts to start such projects
in other districts of the state as well. The youth will also get
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What are the schemes that
the state government is
launching in the Animal
Husbandry domain?
We are ensuring that all the
applicants are provided with Pashu
Kisan Credit Cards. The scheme
was launched to cater to farmers
who are into animal husbandry
along with farming. Sometimes due
to lack of money, farmers have to
sell their livestock and sometimes
they are not able to afford
treatment of their livestock.

“Presently, DJB is extracting
about 22-25 MGD of
groundwater from the Palla
flood plains. 200 additional
tube-wells are proposed to be
installed in the Palla flood
plains to augment the
availability of water to Delhi
at an estimated cost of about
Rs 80 crore.”

employment through this. Farmers will be provided electricity
at subsidised rates for setting up mushroom projects, he
informed.
The horticulture area in Palwal district is close to 550
hectares, and we are trying to enhance the horticulture area
to 5,000 hectares in the next two years. There is immense
potential in horticulture farming, and the youth should also
take an interest in gardening, animal husbandry, and fisheries.

12
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In the view of all these problems,
the state government started the
Pashu Kisan Credit Cards Scheme
2020. Through this scheme, farmers will be able to take good
care of their livestock by taking credit. Under the scheme,
Pashu Kisan Credit Cards will be issued to farmers based on
the number of livestock they own. A loan amount of Rs
40,783 is given for cows, Rs 60,249 for buffalos, Rs 4063 for
sheep and goat, Rs 16,337 for pigs, and Rs. 720 for poultry.

What are the initiatives that the state
government is taking to help entrepreneurs and
startups based on agriculture?
The state launched the Agribusiness Incubation Centre
(ABIC) at Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural
University, Hisar to aid those aiming to start a new venture in
agriculture or its allied sectors. The Centre is playing an
essential role in helping the entrepreneurs with new ideas,
startups and innovators in the agriculture sector to carve a
niche for themselves. So far, dozens of new startups have
been running successfully through this centre, employing
hundreds of people.
In fact, in collaboration with NABARD and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, ABIC is working on
polishing and implementing the ideas of new entrepreneurs
in agriculture and allied sectors to help them achieve success.
For this, entrepreneurs are not only given financial assistance
for their startups but also to overcome the financial hurdles
they face later during the business.
The Incubation Center has recently announced the “PAHAL
2020” and “SAFAL 2020” programs under the Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) - Remunerative Approaches for
Agriculture and Allied Sectors Rejuvenation (RAFTAAR) in
Haryana and neighbouring states and Union Territories.
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During the training program, participants will be given
stipend at the rate of Rs. 10,000 per month, while the
entrepreneurs who complete the training program will be
considered eligible for applying for financial assistance of Rs.
5 lakh in the PAHAL category and Rs. 25 lakh in the SAFAL
category.

What is the Kisan Mitra Club that the state
government has started?
“Kisan Mitra Club” scheme would be implemented in the
State under which government officers, progressive farmers
and volunteers would assist the farmers in better financial
management and also adopting latest agriculture practices
for increasing agricultural production.
Announced recently by the Chief Minister Manohar Lal,
under the scheme government officers, progressive farmers
and volunteers would give valuable suggestions to the
farmers and help them in enhancing their income. There
would be one Kisan Mitra for every 100 farmers and
therefore, for 17 lakh farmers in the State, there would be
17,000 Kisan Mitras.

What are your views on the recent Ordinance
to promote barrier-free intrastate trade in
agriculture?
The ordinance would undoubtedly pave the way for creating
‘One India, One Agriculture Market’ and this would enable
farmers to sell their products anywhere in the country. The
Cabinet has also approved the recommendations proposed
by the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices for
declaring the Minimum Support Price for Kharif crops, which
is also a welcome step.
The NDA government is the first Government which has
implemented a formula for fixing the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) of crops every year, and the MSP is announced before
the sowing season starts. Thus, helping the farmers to make
up their minds in advance to decide sowing of their crops as
per the prices.
While the Union Cabinet decision would ensure beneficial
prices for the farmers produce, the income of the farmers
would also increase. Haryana is among those states which
make certain to give MSP as per the recommendations of the
Commission. Haryana is swiftly moving ahead towards the
concept Peri-urban, while on the other it is also making sure
to meet the daily demands of products including milk, fruits,
vegetables, flowers and poultry required for about 5 crore
population residing in the National Capital Region.
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What are the measures taken to help farmers
diversify crops and move away from paddy
plantation?
Cotton growers in 17 districts of Haryana, who had diversified
from paddy under the ‘Mera Pani – Meri Virasat’ scheme
during Kharif 2020, will soon receive their first instalment of
incentive at the rate of Rs. 2,000 per acre, directly into their
bank accounts. A total of Rs 10.21 crore will be disbursed to
such farmers as the first instalment.
The instalment is being disbursed to farmers through Direct
Benefits Transfer mode after completion of the physical
verification process by officials of the Department. A total of
20,420 hectares was verified to have been diversified from
paddy to cotton in districts Sirsa, Fatehabad, Jind, Hisar,
Kaithal, Jhajjar, Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri, Sonepat, Rohtak,
Faridabad, Palwal, Rewari, Mewat, Gurugram, Panipat and
Karnal.
Cotton growers in district Sirsa would be the biggest
beneficiaries under the scheme, with more than Rs. 2.26
crore to be distributed amongst them for opting to sow the
cash crop in 4,523 hectares. Farmers in districts Fatehabad
and Jind would also get incentives totalling more than Rs.
1.98 crore and Rs. 1.97 crore, respectively, for cultivating
cotton in 3,966 hectares and 3,945 hectares, respectively.
‘Mera Pani – Meri Virasat’ scheme had been implemented
to conserve the depleting groundwater table in the State.
Farmers in water-stressed blocks of Ratia (district
Fatehabad), Siwan and Guhla (district Kaithal), Pipli,
Shahabad, Babain and Ismailabad (district Kurukshetra) and
Sirsa (district Sirsa), were being encouraged to cultivate
alternate crops. The State Government had promised to pay
Rs 7,000 per acre for the diversified crop, of which the first
instalment of Rs 2,000 per acre would be paid after
verification and the remaining Rs 5,000 per acre when the
crop is in the maturing stage.
To facilitate the farmers the Haryana government would
procure all diversified crops such as maize, bajra, and pulses
at Minimum Support Price (MSP). The Gram Panchayats
would not permit paddy growing in agricultural lands owned
by them.
Moreover, on the initiative of the Haryana government, the
declaration of the minimum support price of crops before
the sowing season by the Centre since 2017 have started
showing positive results. As a result, not only the costs of
crops are increasing by more than 50 percent every year, but
the area under crops is also growing continuously.
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LANDMARK REFORMS
IN INDIAN
AGRICULTURE

SANJAY AGARWAL

Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation
& Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare, Government of India
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“Agriculture has a key role in making India
a $5 trillion economy”, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. There is no doubt that
agro is a robust industry in India and being
among the top five exporters across the
globe, India is a key player in the global
agriculture market, says Sanjay Agarwal,
Secretary, Department of Agriculture,
Cooperation & Farmers Welfare, Ministry
of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Government of India, in an interview with
Arpit Gupta of Elets News Network (ENN).

[ egov.eletsonline.com ] The Largest Portal on e-Governance in Asia and the Middle East

INDIAN AGRICULTURE STORY

A

snapshot of India’s robust agriculture sector can be
defined by a few facts - the industry contributes to 15
percent of the GDP & livelihood for over 50 percent
of the population. According to the Agriculture
Ministry, India is the world’s largest producer of spices, pulses,
milk, tea, cashew, jute, bananas, jackfruits, etc. It is the secondlargest producer of wheat, rice, fruits and vegetables, sugarcane,
cotton and oilseeds. And, the country is ranked fourth among
the largest producers of agrochemicals. Further, India boats of
having largest livestock population of around 535.8 million
which accounts to 31 percent of the world’s livestock. Also, the
country has the largest land area under irrigation.

However, to enhance the agro-industry and aid the farmers,
the Government of India is constantly putting in efforts to
create a consistent and standardized Agri-framework across
the country. The efforts are being made to attract capital and
technology to the agrarian economy and provide better
marketing interventions for both agricultural buyers & sellers.
In this regard, the government has taken initiatives in the
direction of providing seamless access to better marketing
avenues for farmers’ produce and freeing up the sector from
restrictive laws.
Policy Reforms to Create Free and Efficient Agri Ecosystem
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce Ordinance 2020 - The
government of India passed this ordinance to end the monopoly
of the APMC. This allowed farmers to freely purchase and sell
agricultural produce opening multiple market options (inter and
intra-state). Also, the ordinance open doors for more private
players to enter the Agro market.
Farmers Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm services- The
policy was constituted in order to provide the legal framework
for agreements between farmers and buyers including
processors, wholesalers, large retailers, etc. As there is direct
contact of the buyer and the seller and there is no conflict of
APMC, the farmers can get a fair and better price for their
produce. Moreover, the payments will be faster and direct and
the move also ensures a consistent income to farmers.
The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance 2020The ordinance allowed the removal of restrictions on stocking
food produce. However, the ordinance plays an important role
in stabilizing market prices for consumers.
Other significant moves by the government to empower
farmers and strengthen agriculture are- setting up of FPOs;
inclusion of logistic players and transport aggregators; credit
provisions for the farmers like Kisan Credit Card scheme;
insurances; elimination of middlemen to ensure better
remuneration to farmers and better prices to consumers.
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The recently introduced policy
reforms can play an important role
in creating access to cheaper and
organised processing units.
Benefits of Creating Free Agri Marketplaces
The government of India’s recurring efforts to create free agri
marketplaces is in consideration of numerous benefits the
system can provide. The creation of such marketplaces will
enable financial institutions to aid farmers with an effective
approach like providing credit for crop management, farming
tools, seeds, etc. Also, will pave an easier mode for farmers to
gain credit when in need. Further, e-commerce firms can get
into direct integration with the farmers and provide their
consumers direct from farm to home farm produces. Moreover,
the authorities have been putting in efforts to creating cheaper
access to processing units. The recently introduced policy
reforms can play an important role in creating access to cheaper
and organised processing units. Free agri marketplaces will also
see the inclusion of transport aggregators and logistic companies
which are more tech-enabled and can bridge the gap from
farmers to the end consumer.
Government Schemes and Programmes Backing India’s Robust
Agrarian Sector
There are numerous schemes and programmes that the
Government of India has introduced to empower the agriculture
sector in the country. From launching Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund which offers a financing capacity of Rs 1 lakh crore to
PACs, FPOs, Agro startups, PHM Infra projects, cold storages,
etc. to additional credit boost through Kisan Credi Card scheme.
Kisan Credit Card scheme was launched to provide farmers
with an easier and faster source of credit which in turn increases
their purchasing power. Also, it helps farmers to increase their
credit score which makes them eligible to take more credit
whenever required. Moreover, the government has been
investing time, efforts and finds in developing digital and smart
agriculture in the country. To achieve this, there is a need for
more agri-tech startups and the adoption of better technologies.
Also, there is a need to create farmers database which can pose
a key enabler for online market places and smart agri.
Hence, to build a better and competitive advantage in the
agriculture sector there is a need to create robust demands.
Moreover, attractive opportunities should be kept on offer
which is backed by favourable policies.
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SECONDARY
AGRICULTURE IS OF
PRIMARY IMPORTANCE

DR ASHOK DALWAI

CEO, National Rainfed Area Authority (NRAA),
Chaiman, Empowered Body, Doubling Farmers’
Income, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’
Welfare, Government of India
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Secondary agriculture involving the
processing of food and non-food
agricultural produce is the key to
expand the agriculture markets
territorially and functionally. The
expansion is needed for healthy
agri-growth, writes Dr Ashok
Dalwai, CEO, National Rainfed Area
Authority (NRAA), Chaiman,
Empowered Body, Doubling
Farmers’ Income, Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare,
Government of India.
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In 1984, the US secretary of agriculture called a special
meeting of experts for advice on controlling the decline of
prices of agricultural produce. The deliberations recognised
growing volumes and declining exports as the cause—excess
supply dampening market prices. This led to the establishment
of the New Farm and Forest Products Task Force, which
advised diversification of agriculture into high-value crops for
the creation of new avenues of demand. The Forum advocated
the development and use of agricultural commodities as
industrial raw materials to diversify market and farm income,
reduce commodity surpluses, revitalise rural economies and
decrease dependency on petroleum imports.
Over the last decade, Indian farmers, too, have been facing a
similar situation, with the fundamentals of market forces
working to their disadvantage in case of high-volume
commodities. Glut-induced post-harvest price dips have been
exacerbated by the absence of suitable supply chains. Most
surpluses, in the Indian context, are local to a production zone
and are gainfully evacuated to far-range markets with healthier
demands.
I argue here that remunerative prices for agri-produce can be
sustained only when the market is allowed to expand both
territorially and functionally.

“Increased volumes of production
and post-production institutional
credit will financially strengthen
farmers and help negotiate distress
sale. Under Atmanirbhar Bharat
that targets an investment of `1.65
lakh crore in the farm sector, agrilogistics will get a boost across all
sub-sectors.”

Robust supply-chains demand free and fair trade opportunities
that let sellers and buyers connect, guided by supply and
demand movements. The recent basket of reforms releases
new energy for building both domestic and global supplychains. These include (i) a new market architecture comprising
Gramin Agriculture Markets, or GrAMs, as aggregation
platforms; (ii) three market channels, viz. APMCs (Cooperative
& Private pursuant to the Model APLMC Act, 2017) and the
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intra-state and inter-state direct trade under the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion & Facilitation)
Ordinance, 2020; (iii) Agricultural Export Policy 2018,
focussing on volumes, standards & quality and cluster
approach to production; (iv) liberalisation of control orders
under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955; (v) contracts in
respect of farming and services through The Farmers
(Empowerment & Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020; and finally, (vi) promotion
of 10,000 FPOs.
Increased volumes of production and post-production
(eNWR) institutional credit will financially strengthen farmers
(crop, livestock & fishery) and help negotiate distress sale.
Under Atmanirbhar Bharat that targets an investment of
`1.65 lakh crore in the farm sector, agri-logistics will get a
boost across all sub-sectors. The interplay of competitive
market forces and the highway of backward & forward
linkages will help tap unmet demand in distant consumption
zones. The expected positive is an expanded market area
and operations. A territorially-expanded market structure
neutralises spatial fragmentation into several market zones
(as under the APMC regime)and facilitates “one nation, one
market”. Emphasis on exports means supply-chains become
part of the global market, and this evens out local surpluses
through timely and effective conveyance to demandresponsive markets.
Technology-influenced productivity gains can, in the long run,
challenge the price gains made from territorial expansion. The
markets and demand for agri-produce need to be always one
step ahead to secure a farmer-favouring price equilibrium.
This suggests the need for more differentiated markets that
identify new types of demands. Hence, the logic of diversifying
into high-value commodities, supporting both food and nonfood processing. Both demand-pull and supply-push strategies
will be needed for such diversification.
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The Indian population’s dependence density
on agriculture, combined with sophisticated,
labour-substituting technologies, leaves
little scope for non-farm sectors to absorb
surplus manpower. Agriculture, therefore,
must create gainful employment and
adequate incomes, even as it ensures food
and nutrition security. On average, farmers
are engaged for 185 days in a year, and the
cropping intensity stands at 154%,
indicating land sub-optimal use of land and
human resources.
Globally, there is a new wave of agricultural
transformation abetted by new technologies
and markets for food and non-food agri-products. Some like
the US and Europe have been seeing a life-science revolution,
supporting the migration of the manufacturing sector from
dependence on fossil to renewable biomass resources, a
feedstock for a sustainable industrial base. The report “Biobased Products and Bioenergy Road Map—Framework for a
vital new US Industry” adopted in the last decade envisioned
a ten-fold increase in the use of biochemicals, biomaterials
and bioenergy over 20 years. However, Europe is a clear
leader in the segment of bio-economy. They have upgraded
their 2012 Bio-economy Policy in 2015 with a goal of
achieving a greener, renewable base of production and a
higher share of agriculture in their total economy. India also
must undertake a similar journey.
India’s scope for diversified agriculture is vast, thanks to
extensive arable land, multiple agro-climatic zones and a rich
cafeteria of soils. Ironically, India’s status as a global superproducer in agriculture is juxtaposed with a low average income
of its farmers. The road to higher agricultural GVA and farmers’
income rests in efficient management of the post-production
segment, comprising agri-logistics, processing and marketing.
Agriculture generates raw materials that meet basic human
requirements and is considered as a primary economic
activity. The process of generating the agricultural produce is
biological in nature, and is, therefore, a primary agriculture
activity, and when the raw produce is processed, it gains
additional value and is referred to as secondary agriculture. Of
course, there are certain alternative agriculture activities like
beekeeping, mushroom cultivation, agri-tourism, etc, which
fall under the ambit of secondary agriculture. Secondary
agriculture helps in using all parts of agricultural produce (e.g.
crop residues, animal hair, bones, viscera, etc), processing to
enhance shelf-life, increasing total factor productivity, and
generating additional jobs and income for farmers. It, thus,
encompasses both food and non-food processing and
represents agro-processing.
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“Increased volumes of production and
post-production institutional credit
will financially strengthen farmers and
help negotiate distress sale. Under
Atmanirbhar Bharat that targets an
investment of `1.65 lakh crore in the
farm sector, agri-logistics will get a
boost across all sub-sectors.”
Processing can happen at three different levels, namely (i)
primary processing (simple farm gate practices like cleaning,
sizing, packaging, etc); (ii) post-harvest secondary processing
(basic processing, packaging & branding); (iii) high-end
processing which involves complex processing technologies,
machinery and finances, with the output of a rich range of
products from grains like wheat, rice, corn, soybean, etc.
The canvas of secondary agriculture in India is huge and can
range from new crops, organic produce, herbal & medicinal
plants to manufactured commodities like starches from
cereals, proteins from legumes, oils & oleo-chemicals from
oleaginous crops, resins, gums, rubbers & latexes. All these
can serve as building blocks for processed foods, materials,
composites, fibre & fuel systems, imparting a leg up to the
competitiveness of India’s agriculture sector. The outcome is
the functional expansion of the market alongside territorial
extension, creating newer demand for agri-produce.

(The article was first published in Financial Express. It has
been taken with due permission of the author)
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Technology Powering
Animal Husbandry &
Dairy Sector
“The Department of Animal Husbandry &
Dairying is adopting technological
innovations in genomics to increase
productivity. Further, looking at technology
with respect to traceability, breed
improvement, disease prevention of the
livestock is going to be the face of the future
of Agriculture,” says Atul Chaturvedi,
Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry
& Dairying, Union Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry & Dairying, in an interview
with Elets News Network (ENN).
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ATUL CHATURVEDI

Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry
& Dairying, Union Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry & Dairying
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Do you think that the National Livestock Mission
(NLM) is a gamechanger for the sector?
The National Livestock Mission launched in 2014 encompasses a
360-degree growth in the livestock sector. The mission was
launched to ensure that we address all the aspects of reducing
the input cost and make the cost of production competitive. If we
achieve competitiveness and reduce input cost, the profit margins
among the farmers would increase, and profit margins of the
businesses for those who are aspiring to invest in the sector
would rise.
This input cost efficiency is the key to the growth of the sector.
Initiatives taken by the department to bring down input cost and
to make the cost of production competitive are playing a crucial
role to bring about growth in the sector. This will not only drive
investments by cooperatives and the private sector into the
sector but will also lead India towards becoming the world leader
in exporting food products from the livestock sector whether it is
milk, other dairy products, or meat.

Do you think Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) is going to play a major role in
the success of this flagship programme and build a
comprehensive ecosystem for the livestock and dairy
industry?
In September 2019, our Honourable Prime Minister launched the
national animal disease control programme from Mathura. This
programme has two major aspects: (i) vaccinating 537 million
animals of five species for diseases like Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD) twice a year; and (ii) tagging each and every animal with a
unique ID number. This tag or Pashu Aadhaar contains a unique
number on the
body of an animal which can be read in the form of a barcode. The
unique ID numbers will be fed to a platform named as Information
Network for Animal Productivity and Health (INAPH) which is
managed by the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB).
In this particular portal, all the information regarding the animal
such as the name of the species, its productivity, lineage, health
condition, symptoms in case of diseases would be uploaded. So,
once you have this unique ID related to a particular animal with all
its details available online then this can be a gamechanger in
terms of traceability of the animal and animal products like meat,
milk or other dairy products.
This unique ID number can be traced through the Blockchain
technology once a product is linked to a particular animal.
Therefore, if we get the dairy products or meat packaged with a
unique ID number printed on it the consumer can use the same to
know every detail about the animal from which the product has
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“The process of unique ID
tagging of livestock has
already started and we
will be allotting unique
numbers to 537 million
animals across the
country in the next one to
two years. Hence, Pashu
Aadhaar is going to be a
reality very soon.”
been extracted. It gives credibility to the livestock products and
also ensures traceability.
The process of tagging has already started and we will be allotting
unique numbers to 537 million animals across the country in the
next one to two years. Hence, Pashu Aadhaar is going to be a
reality very soon.
There are a lot of other things on the technological front like using
genomics, which is helpful in increasing productivity in terms of
breed improvement or other related aspects. Hence, emerging
technologies in the sector with reference to traceability, breed
improvement, disease prevention, better food and water
availability to the livestock are going to drive the sector’s growth.

What are the challenges from the farmers’ perspective
when it comes to deploying more technology?
With farmers getting used to smartphones, WhatsApp, video
streaming, and more, they are no stranger to the technologies
that are being made available to them at their doorstep in terms
of using them and getting benefit out of it. Technology is now
easily being adopted by the farmers across the country, whether
it is related to crop production or dairy production. Therefore, I
don’t think it is a major challenge for the farmers.

Can you shed some light on the Rashtriya Gokul
Mission?
Rashtriya Gokul Mission was launched in 2014 when the new
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government took over. This was primarily launched to increase
the productivity of indigenous population of cows and buffaloes
in the country. In terms of the productivity increase of cattle
three factors play a major role: (i) Health through vaccination and
disease reduction; (ii) Fodder availability for the cattle at
affordable prices with a high nutritional value which is being
taken care by the National Livestock Mission; and (iii) the breed
improvement which is primarily being addressed by the Rashtriya
Gokul Mission.

There is a need to increase the reach of artificial
insemination across the country. Presently, artificial
insemination coverage is 30 percent countrywide and our target
is to reach 100 percent of the cattle population which can breed
by the end of five years. In order to help the cause, in September
2019, the Prime Minister launched the National Artificial
Insemination programme under which resources are being made
available to the farmers at their doorstep. This particular service
is being 100 percent funded by the central government.
The target is to cover over 600 districts which have coverage of
less than 50 percent in terms of Artificial Insemination. Rashtriya
Gokul Mission is primarily a programme of breed enhancement in
which we are not only looking at increasing the coverage of
Artificial Insemination but also ensuring
The production of a better quality of semen through high-grade
merit bulls. Further, to enhance breed, latest technologies like
embryo transfer and in-vitro fertilisation (IVF) are also being
used. Experiments using such technologies for further
improvement have been carried out and recently we have
achieved a record of almost 56 pregnancies in six months out of
one Gir donor cow. This idea of technology to increase
productivity can turn out to be beneficial in addition to the
traditional breed enhancing techniques like pedigree selection
and progeny testing.

When we talk about enhancing the entrepreneurial
skills of the farmers, what all have been done yet and
what more has to be achieved?
As far as the entrepreneurial development in this sector is
concerned, in the last five years, the compound annual growth
rate of more than eight percent shows that this particular business
is prospering in terms of productivity increase. In terms of milk
production, the sector is registering a growth of almost over six
percent. Therefore, a whole lot of entrepreneurs are there in the
sector already.
While the crop cultivation gives the return in three months to six
months, depending on the crop, but in the livestock sector, the
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“There is a need to increase the
reach of artificial insemination
across the country. Presently,
artificial insemination coverage
is 30 percent countrywide and
our target is to reach 100
percent of the cattle population
which can breed by the end of
five years.”
working capital invested starts giving returns by the end of the
day. Any farmer who in addition to crop cultivation is engaged
in livestock farming or dairy farming never commits suicide
because they have a daily income which they generate out of
livestock. We are trying to redesign our schemes in such a way
that we get a good number of entrepreneurs in the community
to ensure fodder availability for dairy farming or breeding.
In addition to that, we are running various programmes for
entrepreneurs who are trying to do business in the industry in
which they will be given loans with reduced interests that
would result in more private stakeholders joining the sector.

What is the Ministry’s vision when it comes to
using innovative technology for the growth of the
animal husbandry sector in the next five to 10
years?
Innovation, research and development are the key factors to
ensure the development of any sector. In September 2019, we
launched our Startup Grand Challenge where we identified six
major problems in the livestock sector.
We will give awards to selected startups coming up with
solutions and will also handhold them through incubation
support, assistance in finding equity funding and help them to
grow their businesses further.
Additionally, we are also trying to build a special component
in our programmes where we will fund any innovation or
research and development initiatives not only by the
government institutions but by privately-owned startups and
institutes as well.
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HARYANA’S AGRICULTURAL
SCENARIO: ACHIEVEMENTS
& CHALLENGES

DR ARJUN SINGH SAINI

Director-General Horticulture, Directorate of
Horticulture, Haryana
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Dr Arjun Singh Saini, DirectorGeneral Horticulture, Directorate
of Horticulture, Haryana has been
at the helm of affairs in the
Haryana government’s horticulture
initiatives and has made significant
contributions in achieving the goals
of the administration. In
conversation with Priya Yadav of
Elets News Network (ENN), he
highlights the achievements and
the challenges the state is facing in
the agriculture sector.
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What are the challenges that the department has faced in its
goal to improve the horticulture sector in the state?
We are targeting increment in productivity rather than the area
under cultivation in the state although that is also aimed to
increase. We want to empower the farmers with knowledge
about the use of pesticides so that it is reduced from 20 percent
to the minimum value. They are restrained in the use of technology
and through grassroots workshops and campaigns, we are giving
them technology demonstrations. We have launched over 20
schemes to address the challenges that they are facing.
What are the various schemes that are being implemented in the
state for the benefit of the farmers?
The Department of Horticulture, Haryana is concentrating its
efforts for the overall development of the cultivation of fruits,
vegetables, flowers, spices and mushroom in the state by ways of
providing various valuable information, incentives and guidance
to the orchardists of the state through its extension personnel
posted at the block level and district level. Under the macromanagement mode, many schemes have been initiated. In area
expansion, there is a provision of free assistance for planting
material and other inputs for the cultivation of fruit crops as per
guidelines from the Government of India from time to time.
Strengthening of Private Registered Nurseries scheme allows
assistance for the augmenting private registered nurseries
operating in Haryana under Nurseries Registration Act.
Schemes for integrated management of pest and diseases provide
assistance on a different type of plant protection equipment like
Knap-sack, Gatoor, and other manually operated spray pumps for
the control of insects, pest and diseases. There is a scheme for
the popularization of Improved Horticulture Tools which provides
assistance for the purchase of tools like secateurs, pruning saw,
Khurpis, tree pruner and spades etc. for day to day use in orchards.
There is yet another scheme for the training of farmers which is
done in batches comprising of 25 farmers each at Horticulture
Training Institute situated in Uchani village in Karnal on different
aspects of Horticulture Development Technology.
What are the various training options that are being provided to
the farmers?
Haryana government has tied up with the Agriculture Skill Council
of India for the Agriculture Skill Programme which is a part of the
Skill India Mission. Under the programme, courses are conducted
for farmers panned over two and a half month totalling to 200
hours. Certificates are provided after the course completion
which is valid and valued not just in India but globally as well.
There are courses like those for Green House Operators and in
fact, Haryana has requested the ASCI to develop two capsules
specifically for the state based on the needs of the farmers.
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What are the opportunities in Haryana for the horticulture
sector?
Haryana as a state does not have uniformity in the type of climate
and soil and different regions are conducive for cultivation of
different kinds of fruits and vegetables. For instance, one region
is conducive for the growth of mangoes, chiku, pear, peach, plum,
litchi and even apple. Another area that borders Rajasthan and
has dry climate is good for Guava, date palm, amla and ber. The
other belt is good for growing kinnow, guava, pomegranate, date
and palm. The climate is otherwise favourable for a variety of
fruits and exclusive good soils allow high productivity. The
proximity to major markets like Delhi and tri-city of Chandigarh.
Proximity to NCR offers excellent marketing channels. There is
scope for establishment of Processing Industries in fruits (mango,
citrus, strawberry) and vegetables (pea, tomato, potato, carrots,
garlic, onion). Exports of Mango, Citrus fruits like Kinnow and
Vegetables are being done to the far East.
Haryana has started several centres of excellence for the benefit
of the farmers. What and where are these?
As many as four centres of excellence have been set up in the
state with Indo-Israel collaboration. Centre for Sub Tropical fruits
have come up in Kurukshetra and one in Jhajjar has been set up
for flowers.
How is IT being integrated into the system and how is it being
used?
Apart from Kisan Credit Cards which are being made digitally to
help the farmers, all the schemes of the government are now
available online. A farmer can go to the service centre in his
village and apply for any scheme online and submit related
documents online as well. The response will also be generated
online and money transfers are being done digitally. Moving from
the administrative digitisation of system, IT is also being used for
monitoring and surveillance purposes as well. Drones are being
used for crop assessment especially to see the impact of nature’s
vagaries on the produce. These are being used in a limited way as
of now but have the potential for widespread use as well..
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting of the Brazilian Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Food
Supply, Ms. Teresa Cristina, with the Hon’ble Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan (Jan 2020).

BRAZIL & INDIA: A RESILIENT
PARTNERSHIP OF TWO
AGRICULTURE POWERHOUSES
In the last decades, Brazil and India have become agricultural powerhouses. Gains in
productivity and sustainability have contributed to improved food security and sustainable
development, generating significant benefits not only for both the countries but for the
whole world. Brazilian and Indian agricultural stakeholders have been firm partners to
advance these goals, writes Dalci Bagolin, Agricultural Attaché, Embassy of Brazil, New Delhi.

T

o build strong bilateral cooperation and in the lead-up to
the State visit by President Jair Bolsonaro to India, in
January 2020, the Minister of Agriculture of Brazil,
Tereza Cristina, held a full agenda of meetings with her
ministerial counterparts in India, in which both the governments
committed to expanding our partnership even further in key areas
for the future.

DALCI BAGOLIN

Agricultural Attaché
Embassy of Brazil, New Delhi.
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In the last 40 years, Brazil’s agricultural and livestock production
methods have transformed dramatically. The country went from
being a food importer to one of the world’s largest exporters of
farm products. During this period, Brazilian agricultural production
grew by 385 percent, while the land area dedicated to agriculture
increased by only 32 percent. This transformation of agriculture
and livestock is the result of decades of innovation and
development to adapt agriculture to the tropics, with ongoing
productivity gains and production intensification. This success
has made Brazil a leader in the global food security scenario.
Brazil uses only 30 percent of its land for agriculture while 66
percent of its territory remains preserved with native vegetation.
In 2012, Brazil approved its Forest Code, which creates the legal
framework for the integration of sustainable development in its
three dimensions – environmental, economic and social – as a
central feature of agricultural production in Brazilian rural
properties.
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In the last ten years, Brazil made considerable progress
disseminating the Low-Carbon Agriculture Plan (ABC Plan) in
connection with the National Policy on Climate Change. The ABC
Plan is a public policy composed of a set of actions aimed at
increasing the use of sustainable agriculture technologies with
high potential in mitigating GHG emission and fighting global
warming. The ABC Plan resulted in an intervention of 59 million
hectares, which accounts for 25 percent of the areas occupied by
the Brazilian agriculture and livestock activities, representing an
investment of US $7 billion. The ABC Plan framework includes
seven Programs: Recovery of Degraded Pastures; Integrated
Crop-Livestock-Forestry Systems and Agroforestry Systems; Notill Farming Systems; Biological Nitrogen Fixation; Planted Forests;
Animal Waste Treatment; and Climate Change Adaptation.
A recent initiative by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and
Supply (MAPA) is the National Bio-based Agricultural Inputs
Program, also called the Bioinputs Program. The objective of this
program is to improve research and encourage the use of
biological products such as inoculants, plant growth promoters,
bio-fertilizers, plant extracts and biological control agents to
make agriculture more sustainable and cost-efficient.
In the livestock field, Brazil is a major producer of bovine genetics.
Zebu Indian breeds contributed to this scenario, changing the
history of Brazilian cattle, where 80 percent of the herd has zebu
genetics due to its high adaptability and increasing levels of
productivity. Brazil is the largest producer of bovine embryos in
the world, being responsible for the production of more than 375
thousand embryos in 2017, according to data from Embrapa
Genetic Resources and Technology. To guarantee animals of
excellent genetic quality in the national herd, the Brazilian
Association of Zebu Cattle - ABCZ counts on the Zebu Genetic
Improvement Program (PMGZ), that has already evaluated about
15 million animals. The program assists breeders in the selection
process by identifying early, fertile animals with better rates of
milk production.
Given this profile of current Brazilian agriculture, as well as the
achievements and challenges of Indian agriculture, we can say
that sustainability, innovation and food security are fundamental
concepts, in which cooperation between the two countries can
bring mutual benefits. Among the cooperation initiatives currently
underway, we can highlight the MoUs of Embrapa - Brazilian
Agricultural Research Corporation with the Indian Agricultural
Research Council - ICAR and with the Department of Livestock
and Dairy - DAHD, the Indo-Brazil Agri-Tech Cross Border
Incubation Program and the sharing of experiences in the
ethanol-based biofuels program.
Embrapa, which has 47 Research Centers in Brazil and more than
10,000 employees, is one of the biggest reasons for the success
of Brazilian agriculture, about agricultural research and
technology. The MoU between Embrapa and ICAR aims at the
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areas of sugar cane, coconut, buffalo and dairy cattle. At the same
time, the MoU with DAHD focuses on the modern technologies
for animal reproduction for dairy cattle, with particular attention
to the establishment of a Centre of Excellence mentioned in the
Joint Declaration signed during the Presidential visit in last
January.
The Indo-Brazil Agri-Tech Cross Border Incubation Program is a
partnership between the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Pusa Krishi Incubator, which is an innovation hub and agribusiness incubation centre of ICAR-IARI. The program consists of
exchanging Agritech Startups for incubation activities between
the two countries. The first five Brazilian startups came to India
last year for activities in New Delhi and Hyderabad. As soon as
possible, five Indian startups will go to Brazil to the incubation in
the states of São Paulo and Minas Gerais.
Regarding the use of ethanol as biofuel, the Brazilian Association
of Sugar Mills – UNICA and the Brazilian Government have been
sharing the experience of the biofuel programs with India,
especially regarding the blend of ethanol in the gasoline. Just this
year, UNICA has come to India three times for activities in
partnership with Indian Sugar Mill Association - ISMA and Society
of Indian Automobile Manufacturers – SIAM. What Brazil wants
is that India can have the same benefits that Brazil is having with
the program, which is the reduction of air pollution, the
destination of the sugarcane surplus and the decrease in the
petrol imports.
To finalise, we cannot avoid mentioning the spread of COVID-19,
which has disrupted global value chains. The dynamics of
production, distribution and trade in agribusiness products are
undergoing profound changes, influenced by inflexions in the
supply and demand structure at the international level. At this
critical moment, Brazilian food chains have proven to be resilient,
with Brazilian agribusiness fulfilling its export contracts without
interruption. In this context, the Brazilian Government agrees
that a way out of the current crisis is through international
cooperation and the strengthening of commercial partnerships.
The deepening of ties between countries like Brazil and India,
committed to reducing obstacles to trade in agriculture, is an
indispensable instrument for the global economic recovery and
the maintenance of food security.
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UK-INDIA: FORGING MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL
PARTNERSHIP IN AGRICULTURE
India and UK are collaborating on multiple
fields to scale up their bilateral partnership
in the agriculture sector viz. Agri-tech,
plant sciences, animal genetics & nutrition,
aquaculture and precision agriculture.
Jevan Bhinder, First Secretary–Trade,
Department for International Trade,
British High Commission, New Delhi
elaborates on this productive partnership
in an exclusive interview with K.C. Mishra
of Elets News Network (ENN).
What are the opportunities for bilateral partnerships between
UK & India in the agricultural sector & how can they enhance
their collaboration to steer their economies in the postCOVID-19 times jointly?

JEVAN BHINDER

First Secretary–Trade
Department for International Trade
British High Commission, New Delhi
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There has never been a more critical time to focus on recovery
and bilateral collaboration for the agri-food and agri-tech
sectors in both India and the UK. The UK has one of the most
highly regarded agricultural technology sectors in the world
with three of the top five global universities present there, 20
percent of the workforce in science, and the world’s best and
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most complete data-sets relevant to agriculture. The
Government of India has announced landmark reforms to help
pioneer modernisation of agriculture and boost agricultural
trade. COVID-19 has highlighted the interconnected nature of
global supply chains. By embracing technology, agricultural
supply chains can become more efficient, productive and
resilient. Bilateral collaboration with India is ongoing in all fields
of agri-tech including plant sciences, animal genetics and
nutrition, aquaculture and precision agriculture. We have
supported many UK businesses to collaborate with innovative
Indian partners successfully and are keen to see UK-India
collaboration go from strength to strength.
Please tell us about the UK-India agriculture cooperation. How
can both countries take mutual collaboration in the agriculture
sector to the next level?
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between
the UK (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs) and
India (Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare) in April 2018 for
cooperation in the fields of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries. The first annual meeting of the official level working
group under the purview of this MoU took place earlier this year
in Delhi. During the meet, both sides reaffirmed the commitment
to address market access barriers to facilitate enhanced bilateral
trade. At the UK-India JETCO, which took place in July this year,
the UK’s International Trade Secretary Liz Truss and India’s
Minister of Railways and Commerce & Industry Piyush Goyal
agreed to explore opportunities for deepening our trade
relationship and removing barriers for businesses across a range
of sectors. Progress included the recognition and registration of
Polyhalite, a multi-nutrient fertiliser mined in the UK, which will
help Indian farmers to increase crop yields while supporting a
cleaner, greener and sustainable environment.
Loss of post-harvest perishable produce is a significant concern
in the Indian agricultural supply chain, often resulting in
diminished ROIs to the farmers. How can the UK help India in
addressing this problem?
In a world with climate change deteriorating arable land and
reducing water availability – protecting the food produced by
creating sustainable practices and supply chains is the key. We
welcomed the Government of India launch of a Rs 1 trillion
agriculture infrastructure fund to support post-harvest
management and marketing of agricultural produce. The UK
Government-funded agencies invest over £450 million each
year on UK agriculture research and are at the forefront of postharvest management technology. We are exploring how to take
UK-India collaboration to the next level with an ambitious
project for a Centre of Excellence in crop post-harvest
management – this Centre of Excellence will act as a platform,
knowledge-hub and showcase for energy-efficient and
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sustainable technologies. For some crops, up to 40 percent of
the harvested produce is lost between the farm gate and the
market – this “field to fork” agri-infrastructure connectivity is
integral for the rural economies and ensuring that sustainable
nutritional security from hundreds of millions of small-scale
farmers – all while being climate change-ready and resilient.
UK’s cutting edge innovations & technologies can help India in
meeting its food security. Please elaborate on what are the
opportunities for bilateral business, joint investments,
technology transfer, etc.?
The UK is recognised as a global leader in the fast-emerging field
of agricultural informatics. It can support the Indian agricultural
research and innovation being translated more quickly into
practice from farm to fork through agri-food supply chains. In
recent years, we have pioneered new approaches to sustainable
farming practices. Our world-class retailers are at the forefront of
greater consumer awareness in the provenance and standards of
food production. Opportunities for collaboration lay in greater
exposure to new practices, technologies and innovative
businesses for increased productivity in the India agriculture
sector, supported by research and investment that fosters
innovation and new technologies.
Tell us about partnership opportunities and avenues for
cooperation in the dairy & food processing sector. How can
Britain help India move up in the value chain?
The UK has data-driven training solutions and business models
across all agri-verticals, including dairy and food processing sector.
UK companies are offering solutions to move away from diesel
towards more sustainable and market-driven solutions in the food
processing and dairy sector. The UK is also one of the most
efficient dairy producers in the EU with a smaller carbon footprint.
The UK dairy industry can help the Indian counterparts to further
improve competitiveness at the farm level for higher margins.

For any queries please contact: abhi.malik@fco.gov.uk
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INDIA TRANSFORMATION SUMMIT: P NARAHARI

‘VOCAL FOR LOCAL’ CAN
BRING MAJOR ECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATION

Focussing on how India is treading the
path to transformation, Elets
Tcehnomedia organised India
Transformation Summit. P Narahari,
Managing Director, Madhya Pradesh
Marketing Cooperative Federation,
Secretary & Commissioner, Government
of Madhya Pradesh addressed the
summit on ‘Vocal for the Local: Jobs &
Livelihood, Reinvigorating Rural Economy
and Social Entrepreneurship’.
Branding is another issue which needs to be looked upon. The
quality of our local products needs to be enhanced. Moreover,
there are pricing issues which need revision possibly.” There are
federal issues pertaining to the Centre and the states, hence,
Ease of Doing Business needs to be actively taken up added Mr
Narahari.

P NARAHARI

Managing Director, Madhya Pradesh Marketing
Cooperative Federation, Secretary &
Commissioner, Government of Madhya Pradesh

Mr Narahari, briefing on the ‘Vocal for Local’ said, “In an
effective response to an unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a clarion call to be ‘Vocal
for the Local’ while launching the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan.” India has used a similar method during the Swadeshi
Movement to fight British rule, he added.
While setting a diversified economy for steel and heavy
industries, coal, petroleum, oil, etc. during the prior attempt,
India lagged behind on the quality, technology and productivity.
However, the PM has clarified on the current approach that it
is aimed at a quantum jump to tap the economic potential of
the country, told Mr Narahari. This can be realised by
strengthening the existing infrastructure, creating a robust
supply, enriching human resources, and using modern
technologies, he added.
Adding on he said, “If we succeed with the Self-Reliance move
by the government, it will be a major milestone in regaining a
bigger economy.” However, highlighting issues with local
manufacturing and selling, he said, “Local products need to be
properly identified and need to be effectively marketed.
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Talking on the emerging opportunities, especially considering
that many countries that are in an attempt to shift businesses
from China, Mr Narahari said, “There are immense opportunities
emerging for India to catch hold of. Also, there is a sudden
change in India’s image globally as it is projected which is
turning positive for us. There is a huge demand for certain
products like Ayurvedic products, especially considering
immunity boosting potential of such products in this time of
COVID pandemic.” Moreover, the way India has been dealing
with the pandemic with such a massive population, it has
portrayed a better image that is benefitting the India Ayurvedic
product market, he added.
“Another area where the demand is rising is handicrafts,
handlooms and other handmade products. The demand for
these products, from the rural economy, has suddenly gone up”,
told Mr Narahari. Further, mentioning a few more such
businesses which have seen a sudden boost in the demand, he
said, “Beans and pulses production, spices farming, poultry
farming and dairy, fish farming, hence, farmers can take up
cultivation of various products at their farms.”
While concluding he addressed the MSMEs saying, “The
Government’s efforts have been quite focussed on the MSMEs
including the launch of various schemes, policies, programmes
and a significant share of stimulus funds from the Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan… Further, with training and proper
utilisation of the skilled labour, the rural economy can take off
to achieve newer heights.”
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HARYANA DAIRY FEDERATION & COVID

COVID IMPACT ON
HARYANA MILK
SUPPLY CHAIN

A SREENIVAS

Managing Director,Haryana Dairy Federation

W

hile addressing the session themed ‘Challenges
of Combating COVID: Initiatives Taken and Use
of Technology’, Mr Sreenivas called the
Coronavirus pandemic a significant challenge
and said, “The pandemic has posed a test of time. However, we
have been trying to provide milk safely to every household in
the state during the lockdown.”
Initial Challenges
Speaking on the initial challenges faced by the authorities
following the lockdown announcements, he said, “In the first
few days of the lockdown there were a lot of issues we faced.
Firstly, the farmers were afraid to move out of their houses and
this resulted in the decline in procurement. Simultaneously, the
sales crashed as the food businesses had been closed due to
the lockdown.” However, the federation educated the people
about the virus spread and the lockdown norms. Following this,
the dairy farmers started coming out and poured milk for
further processing and distribution to the people, he added.
Also, as milk is an essential commodity, the state took all the
measures possible to help the farmers to ensure the production
is not hampered. Processing units were taken care of to ensure
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With the onset of COVID-19
pandemic came along a massive
economic crisis which languished
the national and international
markets. Addressing the scenario,
considering the Agriculture sector,
A Sreenivas, Managing Director,
Haryana Dairy Federation
interacted with Elets News
Network (ENN) in an exclusive
webinar.
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massively, and on the other hand, the procurement doubled, he
added.
Technology to Rescue
Speaking on the issues faced for the distribution of milk and the
technological solutions to aid in the challenging times, Mr
Sreenivas said, “During the lockdown people were not allowed
to come out to buy milk, hence, we had to tie up with private
agencies like Swiggy to supply the milk to the locality level from
where people can collect further.”
Further, he said, “Considering our marketing, not much of the
technology was put to use except for the fact that we tied up
with Swiggy to meet the distribution challenges.” Besides this,
he underlined the fact that Haryana Dairy Federation do not
have a door to door distribution system in place, unlike the
other federations.
Impact of COVID on Milk Industry
Throwing light on the impact of COVID on the milk industry, Mr
Sreenivas told the attendees, “Milk production, irrespective of
COVID, requires a sanitised and germ-free environment. So the
workers were already sanitising, using protective gears, hats,
and gloves. However, with the onset of COVID and following
the instructions from the Health Ministry, we have increased
our sanitising capabilities, thermal scanners we were using to
check body temperatures, the vehicles entering the plant
premises were sprayed with sanitisers, and hand sanitisers
were distributed to the workers as well.”

safe and adequate processing of milk. Moreover, distribution
was also aided, told Mr Sreenivas.
Adding on he said, “If I talk about the entire COVID era
situation, the first impact was on the private dairy farms. The
private sector dairy farms’ major distribution was to hotels,
restaurants which were shut due to lockdown. Hence, the
farmers who were selling milk to these private companies had
no choice but to approach the government.” Therefore,
following the directions from the Chief Minister’s Office, the
Federation started procuring milk from these farmers. However,
in usual times this practice is not encouraged, added Mr
Sreenivas.
Quoting figures, he said, “The procurement prior to COVID was
three lakh litres on a daily basis, whereas, the procurement in
the COVID era touched 6.5 lakh litres count.” The figures are
evident enough to assume the financial pressure on the
Federation during the crisis. At one hand the sales dropped
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When questioned on the reaction of farmers on the 25 percent
decline observed in the consumption of milk nationwide, he
said, “The farmers perspective is entirely a different story. They
are concerned about their milk getting procured. And, the
Haryana Dairy Federation is procuring all the milk farmers are
willing to sell. Therefore, farmers are quite relaxed with that.
However, when it comes to the sales aspect, it is the federation
which is taking the hit.”
Addin on he said, “But, as the sales have declined and the
revenue for the Federation is on the same track, the payments
which we make to the farmers get prolonged. This is one of the
aspects where farmers are affected.”
Answering a question on the assurance of physical distancing is
being adhered to while distribution, Mr Sreenivas said, “The
prior instructions have been given to the workers regarding the
physical distancing norms. Moreover, sensitisation of the
workers and the people are being carried through,
advertisements, newspapers, etc.” He further told that all the
500 booths operating under the Federation have sanitising
facilities installed to ensure cleanliness.
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INDIA TRANSFORMATION SUMMIT: PS PRADYUMNA

STRENGTHENING
AGRICULTURE &
RURAL, CURBING
ECONOMIC CRISIS

Elets Technomedia organised India
Transformation Summit to highlight
achievements, growth and development
which has transformed the face of India
within a few recent years. P S
Pradyumna, Commissioner, Agriculture
Marketing & Co-operation Department,
Andhra Pradesh addressed the summit
on ‘Vocal for Local: Jobs and Livelihoods,
Reinvigorating Rural Economy and Social
Entrepreneurship’.
agricultural products. Earlier marketing was not given that
much of significance. Also, with the help of the Centre’s
schemes like eNam coupled with State schemes, we have
entered actively into marketing agriculture and local rural
products.” The department is also looking forward to
networking with private players for contract farming, selling
fresh commodities, etc.

P S PRADYUMNA

Commissioner, Agriculture Marketing &
Co-operation Department, Andhra Pradesh
Mr Pradyumna began with a mention of the COVID pandemic
saying, “The pandemic made us realize that there were a lot of
practices in our country which was termed as unscientific by
the westerners. Supporting his statement he gave an example
of organic agriculture which has hyped as the trend these
days.” To make ‘Vocal for Local’ a success, it is essential that
the skillset of the local farmers and local entrepreneurs is
respected and the decisive steps are not taken only on the
basis of educational qualifications, he added.
Speaking on the policies, he said, “Our policies have been very
simple and the first thing is there should be no rural distress.
We bought the farm produce fairly more than what we buy
normally as due to the COVID pandemic the national and
international prices crashed. Hence, the increased purchase
helped to generate a minimum income for the farmer.
Secondly, new supply chains have been created to keep the
agriculture market running and farmers get sufficient prices.”
Further, he added, “Now we are focussing on marketing the
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Talking about the use of technology to improve the agriculture
economy, Mr Pradyumna said, “There should be a common
nationwide portal for the exchange of commodities which I
think eNam is trying to create. Secondly, each agricultural
commodity should be quality assured. If the local people are
trained to do the quality assessment, the physical; testing and
chemical testing, our agricultural products will get more value
for export. Next, transport aggregators can be brought in the
agro-processing industry for logistics and other requirements.
This can streamline the work.”
Emphasising on the operation of agriculture market and rural
economy, he said, “There is a need to remove the concept of
distress in the agriculture market. Citing the Centre’s move
where the MSP was revised, he said, it was commendable and
further improvement can be done nationwide.” Highlighting
the crux Mr Pradyumna added, “If we can bring the quality
assurance of each agricultural product along with traceability
coupled with organic farming, I think agriculture alone can
kickstart the economy.”
Wrapping his address with a concluding note, Mr Pradyumna
said, “The transformation is visible and the world today looks
at India with respect. Moreover, our image for our own people
has seen an upliftment… With Centre’s active steps to
empower the small industries, tribal and rural economy, we
can have multiple growth centres than a few in metropolitans
only.”
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HARYANA’S AGRICULTURE
STRIDING HEADWAY

With Agriculture, Dairy and Animal Husbandry being the most prominent sectors in
the state of Haryana, the state government has taken various initiatives to
strengthen the industry. The recurring efforts by the authorities have gained laurels
to the state’s agriculture practices and industry operations. Here are some of the
achievements marked by the Haryana’s Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Department, writes Adarsh Som of Elets News Network (ENN).
Financial Aids and Benefits to Farmers
Haryana’s focus has been more towards farmers’
convenience and aiding them in adverse situations.
Therefore, in order to meet the farmers’ risk, the government
introduced the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)
in the state as the new insurance scheme in the Kharif
season of 2016. Under the PMFBY, millet, paddy, cotton,
maize, wheat, gram, barley, mustard and sunflower crops
are being covered. Till Kharif 2019, 50.21 lakh farmers had
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been registered under this scheme and 11.49 lakh farmers
have been given Rs 2632.06 crore as the insurance claim.
During this period, a total premium of Rs 2524.97 crore
was paid to the insurance companies, out of which the
farmers’ share was only Rs 812.30 crore. The State
Government paid Rs 996.01 crore and the Centre paid Rs
716.65 crore as premium. Moreover, the Haryana
government disbursed Rs 2764.93 crore as compensation
amount to the farmers under disaster management during
2014-15 to 2019-20.
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the adoption of micro-irrigation, 40 percent subsidy will be
given to the farmers on the Maize Planter and Ridge Bed
Planter and only the GST will be charged on the farmers in
eight selected blocks. Further, a Maize Dryer will also be
provided in the mandis to control the moisture content in the
harvest.

Further, the state introduced the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana (PM-KISAN) scheme to strengthen
the farmers financially during the year 2019. Under the PMKISAN, every year an amount of Rs 6000 is being deposited
in the bank account of the farmers through direct benefit
transfers (DBT). As many as 16.53 lakh farmers have
received the benefits of the scheme which accounts to Rs
1392.20 crore.
The Centre and the state governments have been proactively
taking initiatives to double the income of farmers, especially
after the onset of the COVID pandemic. To achieve this, the
Centre increased the Minimum Support Price (MSP), one and
a half times the cost, during 2014-15 to 2019-20. And,
Haryana has been providing the highest state suggested price
of sugarcane across India since the 2014-15. The Centre has
declared the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of Kharif crops for
the current year as Rs 1868 to1888 per quintal for paddy, Rs
2150 per quintal for millet, Rs 1850 per quintal for maize, and
Rs 5515-5825 per quintal for cotton.
Moreover, in an effort to provide the farmers with better
remuneration for their produce, the state implemented Price
Support Scheme (PSS) from the year 2015-16 for the purchase
of oilseeds and pulses such as sunflower, mustard, moong and
gram. From the year 2017-18, Haryana has procured more
oilseeds and pulses than what was approved by the
Government of India.

Moreover, as another effective measure to reduce the use of
groundwater for irrigation, it has been decided that paddy will
not be sown on the land of the gram panchayats of the 12
blocks where the groundwater level is more than 35 meters.
As per the government data, under the scheme, 53,024
farmers have registered on Mera Pani Meri Virasat Portal for
the cultivation of alternative crops replacing paddy.
Additionally, financial assistance of Rs 7500 per acre will also
be provided to the concerned gram panchayat.
Also, Haryana introduced ‘Atal Ground Water Scheme’ in the
year 2019 wherein 36 blocks of 13 districts have been selected
for improving groundwater level. To implement the scheme, a
provision of Rs 723.19 crore has been provided for the next
five years.
Haryana’s approach towards establishing sustainable
agriculture practices also include the promotion of organic and
natural farming. The state’s Agriculture Department claims
that organic and natural farming practices will be expanded to
an area of one lakh acres in the coming three years. Further,
for the adoption of micro-irrigation method, the Haryana
government is providing 85 percent of the total cost of grant
to all categories of farmers and the provisions began in the
previous year, 2019 onwards.
Support for Agri-Tech and Agri-Equipment

Promoting Sustainable Agriculture
Haryana has been active in promoting crop diversification in
the state as the groundwater levels have been dwindling for
the past decade. Considering the fact, the state launched a
new scheme “Mera Pani Meri Virasat”. Under the scheme,
farmers are being provided with the financial assistance of Rs
7000 per acre by the government to the farmers for replacing
more water-consuming crops with other crops like Maize,
Cotton, Millet, Vegetables and Pulses. In addition, the crops
will also be insured by the government. As per the scheme, for

36

AUGUST 2020

Haryana’s agriculture department has been introducing better
machinery and effective tools and equipment to support the
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farmers for efficient farming. The department is providing
agricultural equipment such as direct paddy sowing machine,
laser land leveller and maize sowing machine at free and
minimum rates. The farmers are being informed of the
provisions through demonstration plants.
Combating COVID Crisis

The Haryana government was proactive in setting up safety
nets as the COVID pandemic hit the state. Extensive
arrangements were made to protect all the mandis across the
state from the coronavirus and hand sanitizers were provided
to the farmers, labourers and traders in all the mandis. Further,
wearing of masks and thermal scanning before entering and
exiting the mandi were made mandatory.
In order to abide with the physical distancing norms, in 28
mandis, the government/agricultural board opened 1835
procurement centres for wheat and 165 procurement centres
for the purchase of mustard and gram.
In order to aid the farmers affected by the pandemic, the
Haryana State Agricultural Marketing Board increased the
cover limit to Rs 10 lakh on death due to COVID-19 under the
Chief Minister Farmer and Agricultural Laborers’ Life
Protection Scheme. Moreover, the Board revised labour rates
for the mandi labourers working during the pandemic.
Achievements Unlocked
Haryana was awarded the Best Horticulture State Award in
2016 for overall achievements in the field of horticulture.
Under the mission, 97,199 farmers were provided with
subsidies in the last five years. Moreover, an amount of Rs
46,065 crore has been given to 46,065 beneficiaries through
DBT, which is the highest among all states in India, in the past
two years.
To further enhance the horticulture and promote other
farming categories like beekeeping, Haryana is providing 40
percent grants for mushroom cultivation and 185 units have
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been approved, as per the government data. Also for
promoting beekeeping, 85 percent assistance has been made
for procurement of bee boxes and 75 percent assistance on
purchase of bee equipment, honey processing, bottling and
honey testing. The state has set up 38 Centres of Excellence
to showcase the latest horticultural techniques and two new
centres are underway.
Haryana became the first state in the country to start the
Bhavantar Bharpai Yojana (BBY) in January 2018. As of yet,
50,000 farmers have been registered and about 4000 farmers
of the total registered have been given compensations worth
Rs 10.88 crore.
Under the Post-Harvest Management (CBD), the government
is providing 35 percent assistance on cold storage and its
capacity has been increased from 0.80 lakh MT to 2.30 lakh
MT in the last five years.
Furthermore, under the skill India mission, traininigs have
been provided to the farmers and youth for effective and
sustainable agriculture practices and techniques. Certificates
have been issued to 17,275 farmers and youth.
Hybrid vegetable seedlings (134 lakhs) of capsicum, cucumber,
tomato, musk and brinjal were produced under high-tech
greenhouses and distributed to farmers at 50 per cent
assistance. 1.05 lakhs of finished fruit plants were distributed
to the farmers.
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NATIONAL

VIRTUAL | 28 August 2020
Water Management is the need of the hour for a
developing country like India. It needs a focussed approach to
address the challenges posed by scarcity of water, be it in urban
or in rural areas. At the same time, technology & innovations
can be leveraged more effectively to transform the water
management ecosystem of the country.
Keynote Speaker & Programme Mentor

U P SINGH, IAS

Secretary
Ministry of Jal Shakti   
Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Government of India

Realizing this, Elets Technomedia- India’s premier
media & knowledge consultancy organization, in association
with Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India
is organizing National Water Innovation Summit 2020 on
28 August 2020

KEY THEMES
• Demand Side Water Managment in
agriculture, industries & municipal bodies

• Inter Linking of Rivers
• Rain Water Harvesting

• Rejuvenation of Water Bodies

• Research & Development

• Water Budgeting at Community Level

• Dam Improvement

• Waste Water Treatment

• Innovation & Technology

• Water Security Plans

• Smart Water Meters

• Atal Bhujal Yojana

• Global Best Practices

• Water Conservation

• 24x7 Water Supply

• River Rejuvenation

PARTICIPATION FROM
• Key Policymakers from Government of

• Embassies
• International Agencies

India
• State Government Officers

• Development Institutes

• Water Boards

• PSUs

• Research Institutes

• Industry Leaders

• Policy Think Tanks

FOR PROGRAM RELATED QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Nisha Samant Purbey  |  +91-9340449501, +91-8800745559  |  water.innovation@egovonline.net
#EletsWaterInnovationSummit   #WaterManagement    #WaterTechnologies
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