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8th Elets Knowledge Exchange Goa —
Understanding the Digital Journey of Goa
Goa hosted the 8th edition of two-day Knowledge Exchange summit with a focus on digital transformation of the State 
which has largely been known as a tourism paradise of the country. Oganised by the Government of Goa in association 
with Elets Technomedia Pvt Ltd, a technology and media research company, the summit was inaugurated by  
Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar. Governor Mridula Sinha also delivered a special address on this occasion.
The summit, held at Novotel Goa Resort and Spa, was a congregation of experts from government sector and industries 
who engaged in various segments of discussions and deliberations on the finest practices of the Digital India, especially 
in relation to Goa. The summit was participated by Goa’s Minister of Information Technology Rohan Ashok Khaunte and 
Minister of Urban Development Fransis D’Souza.                                

Ameya  Abhayankar, Secretary, Department of Information Technology, Government of Goa; and Padma Jaiswal, 
Secretary, Cooperation Department, Government of Goa; a shared their vision on ICT initiatives being implemented by 
the Government of Goa.

To share an international perspective on digital transformation, international speakers like Ulrica Sundberg, Consul 
General, Consulate General of Sweden;  and Kalthoom Al Balooshi, Executive Director of Education Development, 
Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA), Dubai, shared their country’s success stories in this regard.

Various tech-leaders helping the Goa Government in digital transformation also presented their vision at the summit. 
Here are the glimpses of the summit: 
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Goa’s Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar and Governor Mridula Sinha inaugurating the summit in the presence of Kalthoom Al Balooshi, 
Executive Director of Education Development, Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA), Dubai.
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Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar 
said “Goa is a place where knowledge can be exchanged in a 
leisurely fashion. You can establish any startup in Goa. It is 

the first State to start the cyberage scheme. It is the first State to 
build a digital highway through fibre optic cable. All the panchayats 
and schools have been connected through Internet. The one 
problem which Goa faces is the availability of land. Almost 62 per 
cent of the land is green and more than 33 per cent is covered 
under the forest area. There is riverline land, biodiversity land etc. 
The State Government wants to bring the best companies here.” 
“This Government is committed to take quick decisions for 
businesses. We are doing well in ease of doing business criteria. We 
have already crossed 55 per cent of the criteria.” By the next year, 
we will be in the top three states in ease of doing business ranking.
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Visionary Session: New Age of Digital Governance 
through Technological Transformation: Importance 

of International Experience & Collaborations & 
Innovations

V K GAUTAM
Principal Secretary, Department 

of Information Technology, 
Government of Maharashtra

KALTHOOM AL 
BALOOSHI

Executive Director of Education 
Development, Knowledge and Human 
Development Authority (KHDA), Dubai

ULRICA 
SUNDBERG

Consul General
Consulate General of Sweden
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 Inaugural: Digital Goa for a Smarter India

RAVI JHA
Director, Department of Information 

Technology, Government Goa
R BALAJI
CEO, Indus Towers

ROHAN 
KHAUNTE

Minister of Information Technology, 
Government of Goa
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ULRICA SUNDBERG
Consul General

Consulate General of Sweden

KALTHOOM AL 
BALOOSHI

Executive Director of Education 
Development, Knowledge and Human 
Development Authority (KHDA), Dubai

HEMANT KUMAR
Head-Business Development, 

Automotive Environmental Solutions

MANOHAR 
PARRIKAR

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa

MRIDULA 
SINHA

Hon’ble Governor of Goa

ROHAN KHAUNTE
Minister of Information Technology, 

Government of Goa

Industry 
Roundtable
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Technology Driven Digital & Urban Transformation

AMIT SHARMA
Regional Director, Survey & Land 

Records, Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir

GEORGE 
KURUVILLA

Chairman & Managing Director, 
Broadcast Engineering Consultants 

India Limited

E RAVENDIRAN
Commissioner, Skill Development 

Department, Government of 
Maharashtra
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ASHISH MODI
National Product Head

ICICI Bank

Banking 
Presentation

ASHUTOSH AT 
PEDNEKAR

Special Secretary, Department of Higher 
Education & Commissioner, College 
Education, Government of Rajasthan

Special Presentation 
on Innovation in 

Education

NITIN MISHRA
Senior Vice President, Product 

Management, Netmagic Solutions

Industry Presentation on 
New Age Cloud & Data 

Centers for Building 
Smart Cities

E RAVENDIRAN
Commissioner, Skill Development 

Department, Government of 
Maharashtra

Special Presentation 
on Importance of Skill 

Development for 
Employment of Youth

ARUN KUMAR
General Manager, SME Enterprises, 

Vodafone India

Industry 
Presentation

ANJUM PARVEZ
Secretary, Department of Urban 
Development, Government of 

Karnataka

Special 
Presentation
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Smart Cities Mission: Building New India & Reaching 
out to Citizens with e-Governance: The Way Forward

CHANDRAMAULI 
SHUKLA

CEO, Bhopal Smart City Development 
Corporation

GEORGE 
KURUVILLA

Chairman & Managing Director, 
Broadcast Engineering Consultants 

India Limited

NEELESH 
KELKAR

Smart City Head, Indus Towers

Dignitaries posing with the eGov magazine’s special issue on Goa during the summit.
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SANDEEP 
BHARGAVA

Executive Vice President, Corporate 
Affairs and Public Policy,  

Vodafone India

DR B K 
MAMATHA

District Commissioner & District 
Magistrate, Ramanagara, 

Government of Karnataka

GAURAV ANTIL
Joint Commissioner, Gurugram 

Municipal Corporation

AMIT BANSAL
Business Lead-Smart Cities, HPE

Tech led BFSI Revolution: 
Challenges & Opportunities
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AMIT SHARMA
Regional Director, Survey & Land 

Records, Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir

PADMA JAISWAL
Secretary, Cooperation Department, 

Government of Goa

AMOD KUMAR
Member-Board of Revenue, 

Government of Uttar Pradesh

BIPIN KHOT
Additional Director General, UIDAI, Government of India

NEVILLE NORONHA
Cluster Head, HDFC Bank
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 Tech led Transport, Housing & Urban Landscape 
Revolution: Challenges & Opportunities

SANJAY KUMAR
Additional Chief Secretary, 

Department of Housing, 
Government of Maharashtra

VIPUL MITRA
Principal Secretary (Transport)
Ports & Transport Department

Government of Gujarat

LALIT JAIN
Director, Department of 
Information Technology, 

Government of Himachal Pradesh
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FREDERICK ROY 
KHARKONGKOR

Secretary, Department of Urban 
Development, Government of 

Meghalaya

HEMANT 
KUMAR

Head-Business Development, 
Automotive Environmental Solutions

NITIN MISHRA
Senior Vice President, Product 

Management, Netmagic Solutions

KALTHOOM AL 
BALOOSHI

Executive Director of Education 
Development, Knowledge and Human 
Development Authority (KHDA), Dubai

PADMA JAISWAL
Secretary, Cooperation Department, 

Government of Goa

ARUN KUMAR
Chief Development Officer

Kanpur
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ABHIJIT DUTTA
General Manager-PSU Sales

Sodexo

T BHOOPALAN
Assistant Commissioner, Harapanahalli 

Sub Division, Devanagaree District, 
Government of Karnataka

SHREEKANTH 
MURALEEDHARAN

Deputy Project Manager, Bilaspur 
Municipal Corporation

REVATI 
MUJUMDER

CEO, Goa Electronics Limited

VIKAS HOODA
Country Leader – Solutions, Future Cities, Hewlett Packard Enterprise
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Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar and Governor Mridula Sinha and other dignitaries launching the special issue of eGov 
magazine at the summit.

MOHAMMAD ROSHAN
Assistant Commissioner

Savanur Sub-division Haveri, Karnataka

BELINA RANA
Additional Chief Executive Officer

Faridabad Smart City Limited


